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Canners Urged to Report Packs Promptly 


Schedules on which to report their pack of canned tomatoes 
in 1929 will be sent this week by the Census Bureau to all to- 
mato canners. Last year the issuance of the statistics on the 
tomato pack was delayed through the failure of some canners to 
return the schedules to the Bureau promptly. All tomato can- 
ners are therefore earnestly urged to report their packs prompt- 
ly in order that the figures may be available at an early date this 
year. 

The Census Bureau is also collecting statistics on the pack 
of corn and wax and string beans. The corn schedules were sent 
out some time ago, and a second request has already been mailed 
to such canners as failed to return the schedules first sent them. 
How soon the corn figures will be available depends entirely 
upon the response made by canners to this second request. 

The schedules for the wax and string bean pack have been 
in the hands of canners for some days, and the Census Bureau 
plans to follow up this first request promptly in case all bean 
cunners do not submit their reports on the Bureau's first request. 

Cooperation with the Census Bureau by responding to its 
first request will not only reduce the amount of work entailed in 
the compilation of the statistics but also make this valuable in- 
formation available at an earlier date. 


Special Fruit Fly Committee Submits Report 
A special committee selected at the suggestion of the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture under the direction of Representative 
William R. Wood, Chairman of the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee, to study the status and needs of the Mediterranean fruit 
fly campaign, has submitted a report in which it concurs with 
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the findings of a committee of seven appointed some time ago 
by the Department of Agriculture, regarding the economic im- 
portance of the fruit fly and the need for eradication. The com- 
mittee states: 


“The Mediterranean fruit fly should be recognized as a po- 
tential pest and of very great importance to the fruit industry 
of the southern states; also the results to date clearly forecast 
the possibility of a complete eradication in Florida, and this goal 
should be vigorously sought. 

“We commend the work of the research and control forces, 
the former for the progress made in the short period since the 
discovery of the infestation April 6, 1929, with attractants, 
poison sprays, host plant studies and fruit sterilization; the lat- 
ter for the apparent thoroughness and completeness of the quar- 
antine and eradication work. We likewise commend the cooper- 
ation of the growers and the sacrifices which they have made in 
destroying hundreds of thousands of boxes of fruit, in order to 
aid in the eradication. A study of the activities of the research 
and control forces, and the expeditures to date show an economi- 
cal and efficient use of the funds available.” 

As regards the needs for the future, the committee recom- 
mends continuance of research work and suggests among other 
things that a study of the canning industry with special refer- 
ence to the utilization of by-products and its bearing on fruit fly 
control would seem to be a very desirable addition to the research 
program. Sufficient funds, the committee states, should be im- 
mediately available for stamping out incipient outbreaks in areas 
from which the fly has apparently been eradicated. Continua- 
tion and enlargement of inspection and scouting work are essen- 
tial. Effective quarantines and enforcement of garbage disposal, 
etc., should also be continued, in the committee's opinion. As 
regards appropriations, the committee states: 

“The appropriations already made for the eradication pro- 
gram have been so effectively used that infestation is not now 
apparent. The failure to continue the program of eradication as 
a measure of precaution might threaten the efficiency of the work 
already accomplished. In addition, an emergency fund as a re- 
serve might well be provided and made available only in case of 
new outbreaks in outside areas which would constitute emer- 
gencies.”’ 


Truck Crop Markets 


Carlot movement of most fruits and vegetables showed con- 
siderable decrease during the week ended October 26, following 
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the annual peak, and it it possible that a stronger market tone 
will soon prevail, according to the U. S. Market News Service. 

Orange shipments increased slightly to 1,205 cars, com- 
pared with 560 at the same time last year. Most of the orange 
movement was from California, though Florida and Alabama 
were quite active. 

Forwardings of grapefruit decreased temporarily to 600 
cars. Florida dropped to 375, while Texas increased to 210 cars. 
About 125 carloads of grapefruit arrived from Porto Rico. 


Pear shipments decreased sharply and were less than dur- 
ing late October, 1928. Total output of pears was only 300 cars. 
Tomatoes still required 500 cars, of which California originated 
450. 

Eastern shipping points for cabbage strengthened slightly 
as the combined carlot movement from all states decreased to 
1,235 cars. Shipments from New York State increased to 500 
cars, but Wisconsin decreased to 390 and Minnesota to 165, with 
Colorado forwarding 75 cars. 

Sweet potato shipments decreased further to 755 cars. Vir- 
ginia was down to 380 for the week, while Maryland, New Jer- 
sey, Tennessee and California each shipped 65 cars. 

Eastern apple shipments decreased very rapidly to 3,325 
cars for the week, but western output was still at the 4,700-car 
level. Washington shipped 2,815 cars. In the West, Idaho was 
prominent with 960, Colorado with 330, and Oregon with 280 
cars. Total weekly output is now about one-fifth lighter than a 
year ago. 

Nearly all products showed lighter movement than the week 
before, though apple shipments totaled 8,010 cars, grapes 6,200 
and potatoes 6,150. Combined forwardings of 30 important 
products decreased to 29,000 cars, or less than during the same 
period last autumn. 

CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Commodity 


Apples, total 
Eastern states 
Western states 


Cauliflower 

Green 

Mixed deciduous fruit .... 
bles 
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8 1929 1920 1928 Oct. 26 Oct. 27 season 
8.011 9.087 10,021 51,060 68,954 127,522 
:::::::: 8.326 04,897 4.7860 20.565 88,012 2.708 
4.685 4.740 5,285 21,495 20,042 64,819 
1,234 1,405 1,503 $2,282 28,386 94,833 
Carrots: 
1980 season .........+ 86 88 92 202 334 10.298 
1989 season .......... 182 101 10,292 6,397 7.611 
156 169 215 1,515 0.889 
bit 23 25 18 5,128 4.643 4.688 
40 65 43 4.894 6,360 6,490 
343 366 28,368 20,874 88,884 
207 621 470 18,491 22.487 24,480 
Peppers ap 106 07 3,074 3,444 8,569 
Spinach 72 55 9,951 10,243 10,578 
217 ou 132 8,264 6,467 6,707 
g Tomatoes 501 690 358 80,018 20,183 80,806 
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Canadian Apple Crop 


The Canadian commercial apple crop, based on October 1 
conditions, is now estimated at 3,702,370 barrels as compared 
with 3,235,970 barrels in 1928, or an increase of 14 per cent, ac- 
cording to a report of the Fruit Branch of the Dominion De- 
partment of Agriculture received by the U. S. Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics. 


Canned Milk Market 

Production of condensed and evaporated milk during Sep- 
tember for the first time since March showed a decrease when 
compared with the production for the corresponding period last 
year, according to the U. S. Market News Service. Firms oper- 
ating approximately 97 per cent of the total factories in the 
United States reported a production of 118,179,105 pounds in 
September, as compared with 121,384,361 pounds in the corre- 
sponding month last year. 

October 1 stocks of 309,963,000 pounds still show the accu- 
mulative effect of the heavy summer production, and on that date 
were 48 per cent larger than a year ago. The reduction, how- 
ever, of 25,000,000 pounds (most of the reduction being on evap- 
orated case goods) from the reserves on hand on September 1 
compares quite favorably with a reduction of 1,000,000 pounds 
in 1928 and a five-year average reduction of around 20,000,000 
pounds. This fairly heavy decrease in stocks during September 
was probably the result of the rather drastic cut in prices an- 
nounced by evaporated milk manufacturers on August 12, and 
which was made for the purpose of moving supplies that had 
become burdensome. 

Market conditions on evaporated milk for the month of Sep- 
tember were generally unsettled, with buyers disposed to pur-— 
chase only for current requirements. Stocks, however, were re- 
duced around 23,000,000 pounds, so that during the present 
month the trade reports a tendency for the market on this com- 
modity to show some slight recovery of its former strength, and 
at this writing it may be considered as steady, with supplies 
ample to a fair demand. 

The market on sweetened condensed bulk goods has assumed 
an easier tone than indicated at the time of the preceding re- 
port. Stocks on Oetober 1 show a decrease of only 1,300,000 
pounds over the September 1 holdings. Reported wholesale 
prices on October 1 were given as 2 cents per hundredweight 
lower on condensed unskimmed and 8 cents per hundredweight 
lower on condensed skimmed. 
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Production is being fairly well maintained, although show- 
ing slightly more than the normal seasonal decline as a result of 
the comparative shortage of fluid milk in some of the most im- 
portant whole milk sheds. 


Bahama Tomato Crop Estimate 


It is estimated by the trade that 1,200 acres were planted 
in tomatoes in the Bahamas this season, of which approximately 
half was destroyed by the recent hurricane, according to the 
American Consul at Nassau. However, replanting is reported 
to be completed and the principal effect of the hurricane will 
probably be later shipment of the replanted half. With favor- 
able conditions, the crop is expected to amount to about 120,000 
cases, and heaviest shipments will probably be in December and 
January. 


Recommends Dismissal of Rate Complaint 


In the case involving rates on tin cans, in carloads, from 
Chicago and points in the Chicago district taking Chicago rates, 
to Olivia, Montevideo and Big Stone, Minn., the examiner for 
the Interstate Commerce Commission has submitted a report 
recommending that the Commission find that the rates assailed 
were not and are not unreasonable, and that the complaint be 
dismissed without prejudice as to the issue presented in Investi- 
gation and Suspension Docket No. 3088 (can rates in Western 
Trunk Line Territories and between those territories and Cen- 
tral Territory) now pending. 


Canned Food Bids Sought by Superintendent of Federal Prisons 

The Superintendent of Prisons, Department of Justice, is 
asking for bids on canned foods for delivery at the penitentiaries 
at Leavenworth, Kan., and Atlanta, Ga., correctional institutions 
at Chillicothe, Ohio, and Alderson, W. Va., and Institution De- 
tention Headquarters, New York City. Bids will be opened De- 
cember 2, and copies of the schedule on which to submit bids 
may be obtained from the Superintendent of Prisons, Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. Canned foods on which bids are 
asked include tomatoes, corn, peas, string beans, spinach, cat- 
sup, apples, and pumpkin. 


Trade with Alaska, Hawaii and Porto Rico 
Trade in agricultural products between the United States 
and Alaska, Hawaii and Porto Rico is reviewed in the October 
21 number of “Foreign Crops and Markets,” issued by the Bu- 
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reau of Agricultural Economics. Statistics are presented for 
the fiscal years ending June 30, 1928 and 1929, from which are 
taken the following figures of interest to canners: 


Hawau Fiscal year, 1928 Fiscal year, 1029 


Importg from: Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Pineapple, canned 474,199,000 $37,460,000 433,196,000 $35,048,000 
or preserved 735,000 94,000 564,000 80,000 


1,226,000 (a) 176,000 2,003,000 


(a) 102,000 8,604,000 


152,000 1,245,000 
(a)64,000 371,000 120,000 
110,000 


(a) 244,000 (a)20,000 
(a) 180,000 (a) 19,000 279,000 54,000 
r (a) 585,000 (a4) 50,000 1,253,000 122,000 
Preserved fruits, jellies and jams. 577,000 84,000 606,000 46,000 

by canned: 
ihaked scence +» (@)180,000 (a) 23,000 823,000 57,000 
Ba and pork and beans (a) $53,000 (a) 42,000 1,004,000 85,000 
(a) 287,000 (a) 17,000 272,000 28.000 
(a) 394,000 (a) 86,000 750,000 69,000 
(a) 188,000 (a) 19,000 503,000 55,000 
(@)271,000 (a) 18,000 653,000 44,000 
(a) 288,000 (a) 20,000 544,000 56,000 
Ketchup and other tomato sauces. (a)747,000 (a) 58,000 1,506,000 137,000 
0060 80 000 (a) 180,000 (a) 24,000 354,000 44,000 
(a) 020,000 (a) 112,000 1,402,000 


Poato Rico 


rta from 
ruits, fresh: 
(¢) 802,000 2,704,000 (¢)215,000 530,000 
1,256,000 €)22,000 60, 
27, 


and preserved: 


Grape 1,003,000 2,832,000 263, 
19,000 3,000 14,000 
xp 2,122,000 142,000 2,823,000 242,000 
13,000 
20,000 
po 0: 
Milk, canned: 
(a) 444,000 (a) 52,000 872,000 101,000 
Evaporated ........ (a) 1,800,000 (a) 180,000 4,223,000 410,000 
Meat, canned 
520,000 78,000 242,000 40,000 
(a) 330,000 (a) 68,000 743,000 142,000 
744,000 100,000 25,000 


(a) 12,000 


 (@)110,000 (a) 15,000 669,000 91,000 

(a) 208,000 (a) 10,000 504,000 62,000 
Preserved fruits, ye and jams. 148,000 34,000 117,000 24,000 
Vegetables, cann 

(a) 180,000 (a) 16,000 809,000 36,000 

(a) 501,000 (a)81,000 1,862,000 90,000 

(a)285,000 (a)29,000 406,000 76,000 
Ketchup and other tomato sauces... (@)257,000 (a) 20,000 774,000 60,000 
Other sauces and relishes...... ... (a) 85.000 (a) 10,000 208,000 29,000 


000 
Sausage, canned ‘and other bye 


Fruits, 2,570,000 280,000 2,446,000 267,000 
Preserved fruits, sae and jams. . 449,000 90,000 404,000 66,000 
Vegetables, canned 5,129,000 818,000 3,241,000 325,000 


(a) January-June. (c) Boxes. (d) 


; 
Milk: 
Condensed 256,000 
Evaporated 878,000 
Meat, canned: 
764,000 
Fruits, canned: 
ou 514,000 14,000 00 000 
ALASKA 
Exports to: 
Meats, canned: 
Crates. 
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Wholesale and Retail Trade in September, 

Wholesale distribution increased during September by less 
than is usual at this season, according to reports made to the 
Federal reserve system from firms in eight lines of trade. The 
largest increases over the previous month were in the sales of 
meats, hardware, and furniture, while decreases were reported 
by distributors of dry goods, men’s clothing, and boots and shoes. 
Sales in September were 2.7 per cent larger than for the corre- 
sponding month in 1928, increases being reported for all lines 
of trade, except meats which showed smaller sales. 

Changes in sales and stocks of wholesale grocers, by dis- 
tricts, are shown in the following table (decreases being indi- 
cated by a minus sign) : 


Sales: September, 1920 Stocks: September, 1929 
compa with compared with 
District August, 1920 September, 1928 August, 1929 September, 1928 


Per cent Per cent Per cent 

+14 — 8. 
16.1 
12.4 


United States 
Boston 

New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 


| 
Li 


St. 
Minneapolis 
Kansas City 
Dallas 


| 
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Department store sales for September were 2 per cent larger 
than in the corresponding month a year ago. For the first nine 
months of 1929 sales were 3 per cent larger than for the same 
period last year. Inventories of the reporting department stores 
at the end of September were at about the same level as a year 
ago, according to reports from 433 stores. 


Bean Yields Increased by Thicker Planting 
Heavier yields of garden beans can be harvested by planting 
them thicker than is ordinarily done in commercial fields, accord- 
ing to an article appearing in the annual report of the Illinois 
State Experiment Station. This has been established during the 
past year in continued studies by M. C. Gillis, Olericulture, on 
the effect of rate of planting on the yield, size of pod, and ma- 
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Car Loadings 
Merchandise 
Total Micellaneous L. CL. Other 
‘ Week ended October 19 .......... 1,185,510 483,265 271,002 430,343 
Corresponding week 1028 ....... 1,168,185 463,258 270,808 420,560 
Corresponding week, 1927 ....... 1,129,055 443,004 260,411 416,550 
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turity of garden beans. The general practice in growing green 
beans is to plant about 60 pounds of seed an acre, which means 
the plants are spaced from 2 to 3 inches apart in the row. The 
question arose as to whether better yields might not be obtained 
from thicker rates of planting. 


Green pod yields were compared from three varieties, plant- 
ed at four different planting rates under which the spacings were 
4, 2, 1 1/3, and 1 inch between plants in rows and 3 feet apart. 
It was found that the closer together the plants were the heavier 
were the yields. The thicker planting also produced smaller 
pods, as shown by the number of pods a pound. The three va- 
rieties of bush beans, Red Valentine, Burpee’s Stringless Green 
Pod, and Stringless Refugee, which were used represent small, 
medium, and large dense types of plant, respectively. 

Yields of all three varieties, regardless of the type of growth, 
increased in direct relation to the rate of planting, the largest 
yield in each case resulting from the 1-inch spacing. However, 
the yield increases in some instances were small and perhaps 
not large enough to pay for the extra seed required. This was 
true for all the varieties when the spacing between plants was 
decreased from 1 1/3 inches to 1 inch, making it somewhat ques- 
tionable whether planting at the thicker rate would be profitable 
except under very favorable soil fertility and moisture conditions. 

There was a distinct difference in yield response between 
the small and large varieties when the distance between plants 
was reduced from 4 to 2 inches, and from 2 to 1 1/3 inches, The 
small variety, Red Valentine, yielded 983 pounds an acre more 
when the spacing was reduced from 4 to 2 inches and 1,076 
pounds more when the spacing was reduced from 2 to 1 1% 
inches. There was no evidence of overcrowding at the 1 1 3 
inch spacing. In the case of the large variety, Refugee, on the 
other hand, the increase of 1,884 pounds an acre between the 
yields from the 4 and 2-inch spacings is larger than the increase 
of 475 pounds an acre obtained by reducing the distance between 
two plants from 2 to 1 1/3 inches. This difference in the way 
the two varieties respond to changes in the planting rate might 
be expected on the basis that Refugee can stand less crowding 
than Red Valentine. 


The acre rates of seeding equivalent to 1 1/3-inch spacing 
for the three varieties used are: Red Valentine, 112 pounds; 
Burpee’s Stringless Green Pod, 135 pounds; and Stringless Refu- 
gee, 90 pounds. 
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